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IN THE WAKE OF THE RAFTSMEN 
A Survey of Early Settlement in the Maroochy District 
up to the Passing of "the Crown Lands Alienation Act, 1868" 
[PART II] 
by E.G. Heap, B.A. 
(Abridged from the manuscript in the 
John Oxley Library) 
[All rights reserved] 
(The first part of this article was published in the John Oxley 
Journal, Volume 1, no. 3, March, 1980). In Part I, Chapters I to IV were 
published, and the author traced the history of the Maroochy District up 
to the date [Oct. 1867] of the discovery of the famous Gympie gold field. 
Chapter IV, which dealt with the timber industry with particular reference 
to William Pettigrew, concluded with the arrival in Brisbane of the "great 
news" about gold. After reading this news, Pettigrew left Brisbane and 
arrived on foot at the south bank of the Mooloolah River. His ship had 
gone aground further south and he had persuaded an aboriginal to swim the 
river and make his way to the depot of Messrs. Low and Grigor on the other 
side of the river for a boat.) 
V. THE ROAD TO THE DIGGINGS 
The day following his arrival at the depot, Pettigrew showed Low a 
sketch he had made of a road to the diggings.•*" Two gins who were at the 
Mooloolah River at the time reported that a good road could be made all the 
way to Gympie. Their opinion was corroborated by Johnston, the Superintend-
ent of Yandina cattle run, who considered that such a road could be made to 
the diggings from his wharf opposite Dunethim Rock by going east of Mount 
Coorooey (i.e. Cooroy). 
Meanwhile the rank and file timber getters on the Maroochy River had 
become restless at the news of the discovery of gold. A dispute arose, and 
Low discharged the lot. Low, Kiiranond, and Wilson then went northwards to mark 
a road to Gympie, Grigor remaining behind to supervise the store and to 
accompany Pettigrew on a visit to the "JIaroochy flats", thence to the head 
of the tidal waters of Eudlo creek, where they saw a "fine flat". Pettigrew 
was impressed with the amount of land ±i the coastal part of the Maroochy 
district which contained good soil, but which was so low-lying that drainage 
was essential. He had been the first to initiate drainage works - on the 
Mooloolah River in 1866 by contract let to Mathew Carroll - which are so 
noticeable a feature of the coastal portion of the Maroochy district to-day. 
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At the time of the discovery of gold the only land route from 
Brisbane to Gympie was the mountain track via Durundur, Conondale, Cambroon, 
Ubi Ubi and Traveston. The Queensland Daily Guardian^ contained the 
following description of that route:-
The road from Brisbane to the diggings is 
described to us by a traveller who recently 
passed that way as something frightful - to 
footmen and horsemen a fearful journey - to 
drays all but impossible. All sorts of schemes 
have to be resorted to, to drag the laden drays 
up the steeps, but the lowering them down again 
is the more difficult feat. Ropes run around 
trees have to be attached to the drays, and hand 
overhand the drays lowered, whilst men bear a 
hand with some guy ropes to prevent the whole 
toppling down some siding. Notwithstanding all 
precautions a good many horses have been lost. 
Nevertheless a good many prospectors were using the route in order to 
reach the new goldflelds. Some ill-feeling arose between the cattlemen and the 
gold-seekers when some of the latter helped themselves to cattle in order to 
provide food for their journey. 
Prior to the publication of this account, Pettigrew, who was part owner 
of the newspaper, had written a long letter to the Guardian,^ furnishing details 
of the proposed new road to Gjnnpie. The suggested route lay via Bower. Bridge 
and the South Pine Road to Petrie's residence (Murrtmiba), thence to Coonow-wurrum 
(Coonowrin, a peak of the Glasshouse Mountains). From there to Petrie's Creek 
was twenty miles, after which Pettigrew suggested that the road should lead to a 
point opposite Johnston's Wharf (i.e. near Dunethipi Rock), where a punt would have 
to be made available to take the traveller - and his horse if he were mounted -
across the Maroochy River. From there Pettigrew suggested alternative routes:-
the first via Native Dog Flat across the western spurs of the Ninderry Range 
(which he considered "no joke" but better than the road via Durundur) to a point 
nine miles south of Traveston; and the second, which Pettigrew preferred, through 
Yandina cattle run along the road being marked by Low, Kinmond and Wilson, which 
passed to the east of Mount Cooroy, and joined up with his other suggested route 
nine miles south of Traveston. The whole route {via 'Low's road') may be summarised 
as follows:-
miles 
Brisbane to Petrie's 15 
Petrie's to Caboolture 13 
Caboolture to Coonow-wurrum 13 
Coonow-wurrum to Petrie's Creek 20 
Petrie's Creek to Johnston's wharf (punt) 6 
Johnston's wharf to Mt. Coorooey 12 
Mt. Coorooey to 9 miles from Traveston 23 
From there to diggings 9 
111 
Pettigrew considered that, if this route were cleared, some crossings 
slightly improved, a punt placed on the Maroochy River, and a bridge built across 
the Caboolture River, a "good horse and rider could easily cover the distance in 
two days." 
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His motives for proposing the route were at least partly commercial, for 
he added. - "Messrs Low and Grigor estimate that they could take goods from 
Brisbane to Gympy at £6/10/0 per ton". 
It is noteworthy that Pettigrew did not suggest, in his letter, 
that the route was suitable for the conveyance of passengers by coach: he 
made no mention of stopping places where passengers could be accommodated 
at night. His route was intended for the use of prospectors heading for the 
diggings. He envisaged a two-day journey which would involve a night under 
the stars, and hoped that goods for Gjnnpie would be consigned by his shipping 
service to Mooloolah. 
From the beginning, however, many people had serious doubts about the 
efficacy of the suggested route; and the following item appeared in the 
Guardiayp in November, which (in view of Pettigrew's part ownership of that 
newspaper) speaks well for the freedom of expression that obtained in those 
days:-
Pettigrew & Co. are, I understand, about to establish 
communication direct with Mooloolah Bay [i.e. from Gympie] 
and are clearing a line, it is said, to that port. Those 
who know the country doubt its practicability. 
At this stage John Delaney Bergin, whose pastoral leases had, for a 
short time, included almost eighty thousand acres in or near the Maroochy 
district, came forward with a suggestion for an alternative route northwards 
from the Maroochy River. After leaving the Maroochy leases and taking up a 
farm at Brooklawn, Bergin had volunteered to accompany an expeditiou which 
left Brisbane to look for a suitable route to Gympie. Bergin's recoimnended 
route after leaving the Maroochy River went over Native Dog Flat through a 
gap in the ranges to the North West, thence across Blackfellow Creek, thence 
through the "Tuchekoi Paddock" (Bergin's old Whidlka Whidlka run), across 
Bergin's Creek (probably present-day Skyring's Creek) to Traveston cattle 
run, and on to the diggings. 
F.H. Hart, a surveyor, had also accompanied the expedition, and had 
compiled a report, which was considered by an enthusiastic public meeting 
which took place' at the Brisbane School of Arts on 14 February 1868. The 
route suggested by Hart was as follows:-
miles 
One-mile Creek to Traveston 12 
Traveston to Bergin's Creek S 
Bergin's Creek to Native Dog Flat it 
Native Dog Flat to Mellum 12 
Mellum to Cutchin 12 
Cutchin to Petrie's Station 35 
Petrie's Station to Brisbane 15 
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Surveyor Hart's report was received with great enthusiasm by the vast 
majority of those present, including several members of Parliament, and other 
prominent citizens. 
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Even Walsh, the member for Maryborough, from which town the rival route 
to Gympie ran, appeared to be quite enthusiastic. In a cleverly worded 
speech he indicated his support for the proposed route, although (he stated) 
lack of support by "southern" members of Parliament for expenditure on the 
Gympie-Maryboroughroad had caused that proposal to be defeated. The meeting 
carried several resolutions in favour of the road to Gympie, and resolved 
that a deputation consisting of several members of Parliament and other 
influential citizens wait on the Colonial Secretary for the purpose of 
"pressing the urgent necessity" of carrying these resolutions into effect, 
The only dissentient voice was that of Duramboi° - now a citizen of 
Brisbane under his original name of Davis or his nick-name of "the Durham 
Boy" - who said that he knew the ground perfectly and was quite sure that a 
dray and a couple of horses could not take a ton along the track [i.e. the 
proposed route]. "The proper road to Gjmipie is from Maryborough", he said. 
His statement was received with such a storm of disapproval that he hurriedly 
left ftie meeting. 
An expenditure of £2,700 on the proposed road was voted by the 
Government, and two road gangs were set to work, one on the stretch from 
the Maroochy to Gympie, and the other in the Mooloolah area. 
Owing to the wet weather, and to the fact that some of the road 
workers had bolted for the diggings, progress was slow. An editorial in the 
Brisbane Courier^ took the Government to task for its dilatoriness in work 
on the road. A meeting of a public committee - the Gympie Road Committee -
was held-'-" a week later, at which dissatisfaction at the slow progress of the 
road works was the key-note. At a further public meeting on 4 July, a 
director of Cobb and Co. named Rutherford stated that his firm would be 
interested in providing a coach service along the route once the road was in 
good condition; but that he had examined the road and had found it to be in 
as bad a state as ever, there being "no bridges over the creeks or bush bogs". 
About a fortnight later^ -'-, an anonymous writer contributed to the 
newspaper an account of a journey from G3mpie to Brisbane by the "Government 
marked tree line". According to ttiis informant the northern portion from 
Gympie to the Mooloolah was fairly satisfactory, thanks to Jardlne, the 
surveyor in charge of that portion. It was along the portion of the road from 
the Mooloolah to Caboolture that the real troubles occurred. The account, 
besides illustrating the naive type of humour current at that time, underlines 
the difficulty (which still exists to-day) of making a flood-proof road in the 
Mooloolah area. The writer stated:-
No serious obstacle presents itself until you come to 
Floundering Creek, close to the Mooloolah (I was obliged 
to name all these places myself.) and woe betide the 
unlucky traveller who follows the track and rides 
recklessly across. None of us liked the look of it, and 
it was even proposed to turn back and try some other 
route. The question was at last put to the vote, and 
there being a want of unanimity we gave the pack-horse 
a casting vote and headed him to the stream, in which he 
floundered for some minutes, but finally appeared on the 
opposite bank, and the other horses puddled through in 
his track through a species of liquid mud, with which 
their riders formed a more intimate acquaintance than was 
either pleasant or profitable. 
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From Floundering Creek we went on to Boggy Point, and 
after wading through Sludge Creek, where one of the 
party dropped his hat, and the pack-horse put his foot 
in and sent it out of sight in a second, we reached 
Melonhole Flat, which I defy the hardest-swearing bullock-
driver in Queensland to pull his team through in its 
present state. Thence we proceeded by difficult stages 
of about a quarter of a mile each to Swampy Point, over 
Reedy Flat to Smother'em Creek, where the foremost of the 
party acted the part of Quintus Curtlus to admiration. 
Indeed, at one time very little of him was visible. 
...This boggy country extends for about four miles to 
Lander's station ... Mr. Lander told me on one occasion 
that the whole of this bad part could be avoided by taking 
a ridge to the westward ... At present no one should 
attempt this portion of the line, except in dry weather... 
The correspondent concluded by saying:-
If that swampy portion of the road can be avoided, or 
a large sum of money be at once spent upon it, I see no 
reason to prevent Cobb's coach running through in a 
very short space of time. 
1 9 Within another fortnight Pettigrew wrote to the Brisbane Courier 
stating that he had received a report from his agent A.L. Smith to the effect 
that the Government road party had finished a crossing over the Maroochy at 
Native Dog Flat and had reported a first rate road from there to Gyr.pie, a 
distance of 37 miles. Pettigrew concluded his letter by stating that, if the 
road was as good as the Government road party had reported. Low and Grigor 
would "shift to the head of navigation [i.e. near Johnston's Wharf, opposite 
Dunethim Rock] without delay". By this time James Low had already provided 
the means of transport for some travellers from Gympie to Johnston's Wharf (via 
Low's road, as Pettigrew called it) the travellers then proceeding by boat to 
Chambers Island, where they walked three miles to the Mooloolah; after which 
they were taken to Brisbane by the "Gneering".^ -^  
John Francis Buckland, who travelled from Gympie to Brisbane in this 
fashion in May, 1868, was the first to go on record-"-* as envisioning the 
Maroochy and Mooloolah estuaries as future seaside resorts:-
In company with Mr. Low, I left Gympie at 8a.m. on 
Tuesday ... reaching the Maroochy wharf [on the south-west 
corner of Yandina cattle run] shortly after sundown (the 
greater part over an excellent road); left the wharf at a 
quarter past 7p.m., arriving at the mouth of the Maroochy 
about 10p.m.; a walk of from two to three miles over a firm 
sandy beach brought us to the Gneering, at Mooloolah. By-
the-way I may observe that this spot possesses all the 
national features of an attractive watering place. After 
some delay we weighed anchor at about a quarter past 1a.m., 
on Wednesday, making a pleasant run to Brisbane, delivering 
the mail about 12 o'clock noon ... 
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At this stage pressure on the Government by public opinion, and by 
the Road Committee began to have effect. Early in August Jardlne, the 
Government Road Surveyor (Northern District), reporting^^ to the Secretary 
for Public Works on the work being done in the Pajmter's Creek area, pressed 
for an increase in the number of road workers on the southern end. A week 
later a news item in the Brisbane Courier^^ reported that the "Gneering" had 
discontinued accepting mail to and from Gympie, as no payment had been 
received for transporting it from Mooloolah to Gympie, "the only remuneration 
for this great public convenience being the ordinary ship rate of igd per letter". 
Within another week Surveyor Jardlne had reported that the northern section 
of the road was open to dray traffic and that the southern portion was rapidly 
being cleared. It appeared that the struggle for the road to Gympie was almost 
over. 
It was then, however, that William Walsh revealed himself in his 
true colours. In a last-minute bid to give his Maryborough constituents 
their money's worth, he bought himself a horse and saddle and rode to 
Gympie along the new road. Reporting his experiences to the Secretary for 
Public Works (Palmer), in a letter which was published^S in the press, he stated 
that he had been "climbing and plunging and sliding along ... the worst line 
of road" he ever saw. He felt it his duty "to loudly protest against the works 
now going on and those contemplated". He considered that one half of the money 
that had been expended, if it had been used on the Gympie-Maryborough road, 
would have made it "the best in the Colony", Palmer simply replied:-
From the reports received by me from the officers of the 
Road Department, I am unable to accept the conclusions which 
you appear to have arrived at respecting the impractici-bility 
of the road for dray and other traffic, and the uselessness of 
expending public moneys thereon. The road has already been 
practically tested with success by dray traffic. 
19 Walsh's letter was further attacked by two correspondents, one being 
the Government Road Surveyor Jardlne, who stated that several drays had passed 
over the northern part of the road without experiencing any difficulty. The 
other correspondent corroborated this information and inferred that Walsh's 
letter was merely 
a bait held out to the electors of Maryborough to return 
him again as their member, for it seems to me preposterous 
in the highest degreee that goods should go from Brisbane 
to Gympie via Maryborough, when with a road such as the one 
alluded to, they would arrive at their destination quite as 
soon, or sooner, than they do now, saying nothing about the 
cost of agencies in Maryborough. 
A fortnight later the Brisbane Courier^^ printed another letter which 
deserves to be considered in full, as it not only supplies us with a clear 
picture of the road whilst comparing it with other Australian and even New 
Zealand roads, but stresses the necessity of the road from a land settlement 
point of view. It also gives details of the coach depots being erected along 
the route:-
Sir, - Having Just been to and returned from Gympie, and 
travelled each way by the new route, I think a few 
observations on the character of the road may be of 
general interest.. I am an old colonist, I have travelled 
by all kinds and means of conveyance, on foot and on 
horse, by bullock-dray and springcart, by stage coach 
and railway, some thousands of miles in South Australia, 
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Victoria, New South Wales, Tasmania, New Zealand, and, 
lastly, Queensland, as far north as Cleveland Bay, and, 
therefore, may presume that I am competent to judge of the 
character of a bush road, and I have seldom travelled with 
more pleasure and satisfaction than I did this one, by the 
new road to Gjnnpie. 
The road via Durundur is not to be placed in comparison with 
it. I have only met with one class of road worse than this 
one, and that was from Dunedin to the Lake Wakatip goldflelds. 
New Zealand, in 1864. You may easily drive a buggy from here 
to the Mooloolah; the swampy places are corduroyed, the bad 
creeks bridged, and the road is generally level. From there 
to the Maroochy is rangy, but no very serious pinches. From 
there to Traviston is the worst part, but the severe pinches 
and sidings are in progress of cutting. It would be manifestly 
unfair to condemn this part of the road until the present 
contract is completed. When the bridge over the Six-mile Creek 
is completed the road from Traviston will be excellent. Undoubt-
edly the worst part of the whole road is the Tutchekoi Scrub and 
the hill beyond it, and as we had pouring rain when we passed 
through it it may be presumed we saw it at its worst. Taking 
the road as a whole the bottom is sound, and in a month's time 
I should say the road will be open for coaches and horse drays. 
There is accoimnodation - first class - at Petrie's; good at 
Phelps', 10 miles farther. Landers is putting up a house at the 
Mooloolah crossing. Another is going up at Maroochy. We did 
the journey comfortably in two days and a quarter. It may be 
done in two days if requisite. Great praise is due to Mr. Jardlne 
for the judicious manner in which he has expended the coupara-
tively small sum of money placed at his disposal. The bridges 
all appear substantially built. Undoubtedly the road requires 
another £1000 to be expended on it, and with that expended with as 
much care and judgement as the £2500 has been, I should say a 
better bush road, in the early history of a gold-field, could 
not be desired. I venture to affirm that in the Toowoomba and 
Maranoa districts the roads are 100 per cent worse. There are no 
physical obstacles to a good road or a railway from Brisbane to 
Gympie. There are no places which at all equal many in Victoria, 
such as the Black Forest, Stoney Plains, between Macedon and 
Carisbrook, or between Mclvor and Kyneton, the crab holes between 
Violet Town and Benalla, or the Beechworth ranges, the Mitta Mitta 
to Lake Omeo, or the roads in New Zealand. 
The character of the soil from the Caboolture to the Mooloolah 
is generally bad; from Mooloolah to Maroochy, good; but from there 
to Traviston is the most splendid agricultural land a person could 
wish to see. The scenery in many places is most magnificent -
the ocean to the east, a splendid range of country to the west, 
the palm tree scrubs and gullies are most beautiful, and if the 
scenery around the Glass Houses was on the Continent, it would be 
the resort of travellers. 
Townships and farms should be laid out at the Caboolture, Mooloolah 
and Maroochy Rivers, and from thence to Traviston farms of various 
sizes. It does appear to me a most narrow, selfish, and suicidal 
policy, not to open out this road and lay open this beautiful 
country. It is a gross injustice to the country generally. I do 
not wish to see one road made to the prejudice of another; let both 
roads be made, and that at once. It will amply repay the Government. 
It is natural that the most important gold-field of the colony, and 
I believe, the centre of future wealth for Queensland, should be in 
direct communication with the metropolis. Why should Brisbane people 
be, as it were, compelled to go via Maryborough, not only at great 
,Vr-- anri ^ lncer^ f^ n^tv, but at enormous expense. 
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My personal expenses both ways did not exceed 30s. in all. 
But it is forcing the trade of the gold-fields into the hands 
of the Sydney merchants, and practically reducing Queensland 
to the position of a province of New South Wales. But independent 
of this, there is the land question. What is the Government doing 
to retain the wealth of the gold-fields, or to induce the success-
ful digger to settle on the soil? Nothing - positively nothing is 
being done, except to drive all capital away. I say it advisedly, 
that everything is being done by the policy of the Government, the 
insecure tenure of property on the gold-fields, and the extra-
ordinary mal-administration of the Gold-fields Act by the 
Commissioners. Everything is being done by a squatting Ministry to 
drive away capital from the colony generally, from Gjmipie in 
particular; but more of this anon, Victoria was taught by bitter 
experience a useful lesson on this question. Any old Victorian 
will remember the cry. "Unlock the lands'^ , and prosperity has 
followed the unlocking. It was positively grievous. Sir, to pass 
through this magnificent country, where the run was so inadequately 
stocked that the grass was running to absolute waste. Of all 
monopolies, a land monopoly is surely the most destructive. Now 
that a new Ministry is, I hope, coming into power, the cry must be 
loudly heard here in Queensland, "Unlock the lands!" Instead of 
diggers, such as the Nashes, taking £17,000 each out of the colony, 
induce them to settle on the soil. Independent of the gold-field 
traffic, the land will repay the Government a thousand per cent for 
the expense of the road. 
In conclusion, I may state I know of several gentlemen who have 
lately travelled this much, though unjustly, abused road, who will 
confirm the opinion I have expressed -
Yours 
SIGMA. 
Brisbane, September 23. 
The practicability of the new route was assured early in October, 1868 
when a Cobb & Co representative named Hoyt drove in a two-horse buggy from 
Nashville to Brisbane in twenty-eight hours' actual travelling time.^ l One of 
the passengers in this experimental run was Frederick Byerly, a Government road 
engineer. 
It only remained for the residents of Gympie to press successfully for 
a bi-weekly postal service from Brisbane to Gympie in conjunction with Cobb & 
Go's coach service, and the first services were operative before the end of 
the year. 
Reports differ concerning the actual date of the first coach trip; but 
as the first advertisement giving details of the service appeared in the 
Brisbane Courier on Tuesday 10 November, 1868, and the coaches were first 
scheduled to leave Brisbane on Mondays and Thursdays, there is some justifi-
cation in concluding that the first run would have taken place on Thursday 12 
November of that year. The driver was Hiram Bames22 who, with such a forename, 
is sure to have been one of the Company's original stalwarts from the U.S.A. 
17. 
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Within a fortnight of the inauguration of the service, the days when 
the coach service left for Gympie had been altered to Tuesdays and Saturdays 
(at 4a.m.) while it was scheduled to depart from Gympie on the same days at 
6a.m. It is thus axiomatic that two separate vehicles must have been operating 
at this time. The Gympie Times^^ put it politely as follows:-
So far the coaches arrive regularly and with the approaching 
simimer, and more traffic on the road, it is possible that 
the coaches will arrive some hours earlier. 
Ap'art from the Government road surveyors and engineers and th^ir 
employees, credit for the successful completion of the road should be accorded 
to Tom Petrie, whose knowledge of the lay of the country as far north as 
Koongalba was made freely available to the survey parties; to Edmund Lander 
for his guidance concerning routes through the Mooloolah area; to William 
Pettigrew and James Low for the alternative route through Yandina Cattle Run 
and west of Mt. Cooroy; and finally to John Bergin for his active assistance 
in planning the route from Native Dog Flat up the Bottle and Glass and Tuchekoi 
"pinches" to Traveston. 
The various routes through the Maroochy and Mooloolah districts used 
by travellers (including mailmen) from 1868 onwards can be ascertained by 
consulting the Pugh's Almanacs published during the period under survey. The 
normal route across the Mooloolah river and northwards through Native Dog Flat 
and up the Bottle and Glass pinch was not always used at first. An alternative 
road was along Lander's higher route through Chevallum, and from there across 
to Dunethim Rock (Yandeenah); thence after crossing the Maroochy - presumably 
by means of a punt (Pettigrew's original suggestion) - and then along "Low's 
road" eastward of Mt, Cooroy to the diggings. Another route followed the normal 
surveyed road as far as Maroochy (i.e. near the crossing of the South Maroochy 
at present-day Yandina), before going eastwards across the North Maroochy, 
thence across a steep ridge behind Mt. Ninderry to Yandina homestead. From 
there the same route was followed eastward of Mount Cooroy to Gympie. 
Opposite is a comparative diagram showing Pettigrew's and Bergin's 
suggested routes, two alternative 1868 routes, and the official coach route 
as taken by Pettigrew in 1869. It will be noticed that the distances given, 
which are from Pugh's Almanacs and contemporary newspaper reports, are not 
always strictly accurate. 
Low and Grigor's store on the Mooloolah river was not a financial 
success, and during the middle of 1868 James Low left the Mooloolah, and, 
after a brief stay at Maroochydore, for a short time operated a depot at fhe 
then head of navigation on the Maroochy river almost opposite Dunethim Rock. 
As Low had left the lower Maroochydore-Mooloolah area by the middle of -. 
1868, and the Yandina Post Office had been established^^ with Low as its 
first Postmaster in July of that year, there is some justification for 
concluding that this post office was first established opposite Dunethim Rock, 
and later transferred to its site near the South Maroochy crossing. This 
would explain why the post office was called Yandina (after the cattle run), 
and not Maroochy. The site temporarily occupied by Low opposite Dunethim Rock 
catered not only for visitors to and from Gympie by means of Pettigrew's 
steamers, but also for those using Lander's suggested higher route through 
Chevallum, and then to Dunethim Rock, where they crossed the Maroochy by means 
of a punt. 
Cobb's Camp Hotel (Woombye). Copied 
from a photo held by the Caboolture 
ar.-^  District Historical Society. 
Low was also erecting a depot on the surveyed road at Maroochy, near the 
South Maroochy crossing. By November 1868 the Cobb & Co coach service was 
using this depot as an overnight stopping place,26 and by early the following 
year Low's selections under the Government's new land policy straddled the 
road, and it was immaterial to him which route the coach took after it left 
his depot. Later in the year (November) this depot became known as the Maroochie 
Hotel, having been granted a liquor licence,2' 
William Grigor left the store on the lower Mooloolah shortly after 
Low, and having selected^S land in the Glasshouse Mountains area on the Gympie 
road, operated a coach depot known as Banksfoot House from 1869. Edmund 
Lander established^" a coach depot near the Mooloolah crossing from the 
inception of the service, 
Pettigrew postponed his plans for the erection of a sawmill on the 
Mooloolah and the construction of a railway to transport his timber to the 
mill. In the event the railway project had to be abandoned, while the mill 
was to be erected ultimately on the Maroochy river on a site now occupied 
by V.C. and N.K. Evans, Boat Proprietors. 
Several armed hold-ups of travellers along the Maryborough-Gympie route 
had occurred in the sixties, and it was not long after the inauguration of the 
Cobb & Co. coach service from Brisbane to Gympie that a hold-up was steged on 
that route.^^ 
On 6 January 1869 the coach had started at 6.30a.m. from Foo's Hotel 
in Gympie with seven passengers, of whom five were seated inside the vehicle. 
Of these one was Walker, a miner, while another was W. Selwyn King, late 
manager of the Bank of New South Wales at Kilkivan, who on account of the 
closure of that Branch was on his way to Sydney. He had in his care bank 
notes to the value of £2000. 
About five miles from Gympie, when the coach was ascending a hill, two 
masked and armed men leapt from behind an iron-bark tree on the right-hand 
side of the road, and ordered the driver to stop. 
Hearing the bushrangers' summons. King, who was on the "near" or left-
hand side of the coach, drew a revolver, and leaning in front of the passengers 
on his right hand, fired at one of the bushrangers. The latter returned the 
fire, the first shot wounding Walker in the wrist, the second narrowly missing 
King, whilst the third embedded itself in the framework of the coach. The 
second bushranger then covered King with a double-barrelled gun,and the latter 
was wise enough to resume his seat. 
The passengers were ordered to get out of the coach, which they did, 
including King, who replaced his revolver in its holster, pulling his shirt-
tails out of his trousers in order to conceal it. 
The passengers were ordered to divest themselves of their coats and 
waistcoats and to throw their money, watches, and other valuables on the 
ground. They obeyed the order; but King also stripped off his shirt and 
covered his revolver with it. 
One of the passengers, who had been taken on at the One Mile, and who 
had earlier on consumed "sundry beverages", had been giving smiling approval 
to the proceedings. Suddenly this man jumped to his feet, throwing his coat 
over his shoulder. This action diverted the attention of the bushranger with 
the gun, who leapt forward, pointing the weapon at the inebriated one. 
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Seizing his opportunity. King stooped down, grabbed his revolver and 
fired three shots at the man, at least one of these taking effect; for the 
bushranger allowed the gun to slide from his grasp until the butt rested on 
the ground. 
King's final shot failed to explode, and as he had no more ammunition, 
there was nothing left for him but to bolt for the scrub, which was fifty yards 
away, followed by furious oaths from the bushrangers. These now turned their 
attention to collecting their loot, which amounted to £24 only, plus some 
watches, and mounting their horses, they rode back along the road in the 
direction of Gympie. King, who had doubled back along the road, noticed that 
the bushranger whom he had wounded was leaning forward in the saddle, and had 
handed his gun to his companion. King then walked along to the Seven-Mile 
shanty, where the coach was waiting. One of the passengers galloped back to 
Gympie to report the affair. A doctor accompanied the police party to the Seven-
Mile, and dressed Walker's wound, after which the coach proceeded to Maroochy 
with the majority of the passengers. King, however borrowed a horse and rode 
back to Gympie with the £2000 in a valise strapped to his saddle. 
Finally, a man named William Bond was arrested and brought to trial 
several months later for the crime before His Honour Mr, Justice Lutwyche, 
Bond protested his innocence, and called three witnesses who, however, did not 
appear when they were summoned. As the bushrangers had worn masks, he was only 
identifiable by his build and the soimd of his voice. The jury found him guilty, 
however, and he was sentenced to imprisonment for 20 years, and to be twice 
whipped during the first six months of his sentence, each whipping to be of 
twenty-five lashes. 
VI. AGRICULTURE AND MACALISTER'S ACT 
Soon after the discovery of gold at Gympie in 1867 - which discovery 
brought about the construction of the Brisbane/Gympie road, and the inauguration 
of the coach and mail service along it - a piece of legislation was passed which 
was at least as important to the timber-getters of the Maroochy district as the 
gold discovery. This act was the Crown Lands Alienation Act, 1868, sometimes 
referred to as Macallster's Act. 
Immigrants who had arrived in Queensland at their own expense were 
entitled to land orders worth £18 initially and £30 eventually, once they had 
proved that they intended to stay in the Colony. Many of them, however, 
arrived with little or no money to see them over the next few years, and so they 
attempted to dispose of their land orders, as they were not in a position to put 
them to their proper use. As far as the average small farmer was concerned, the 
minimum price of £1 per acre that was payable under the legislation in force from 
1860 and 1867 (The Alienation of Crown T.ands Act, 1860) proved to be too high, as 
the mid-1860s was a period of financial stringency. 
Much of the land used for sugar-growing, mentioned in Chapter IV, was 
obtained under the terms of the Sugar and Coffee Regulations, 1864, in accordance 
with which applicants undertaking to grow either sugar or coffee were able to 
obtain from 320 to 1280 acres at an annual rental of one shilling per acre. 
The period of lease was three years, after which the applicant could purchase the 
land at the upset price of £1 per acre, provided that he could establish the fact 
that he had expended at least £1 per acre on the production of sugar or coffee, 
and that he had planted not less than one twentieth of the land with either of 
those crops.32 x^e rental of one shilling per acre represented interest at the 
rate of five per cent on the final purchase price of the land. 
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By 1866 the Department of Lands and Works had become convinced that 
the Sugar and Coffee Regulations were causing hardship in many cases in that 
the time for payment of the purchase price fell just when the expenses of 
development were at their highest, the payment of the purchase money being 
"a charge on capital and not on profits". 
To remedy this the Surveyor-General, A.C. Gregory, recommended an 
extension of the leases from three to ten years, and an increase in rental 
to 2/6 per acre, after which the lessee was to receive a deed of grant for 
the land.3-^  This would have had the virtue of enabling the purchase price 
to be paid by instalments, but the principle of charging interest on the 
purchase price would have been retained, as the cost per acre over ten years 
was £1/5/0, of which the 5/- represented interest, again at the rate of 
approximately five per cent. However, further deterioration in the economic 
position of the average grower obliged the Government to forego its pound of 
flesh and the Sugar and Coffee Regulations were amended to bring land taken 
up in accordance with them under the terms of the Leasing Act, 1866, This 
had the effect of extending the period of lease by five years to a total of 
eight years, after which the holder of the land was given a deed of grant, on 
the payment of a deed fee, 
Edmund Lander took advantage of the Sugar and Coffee Regulations, for 
in 1867 he secured-^ '^  a 320-acre block on the south bank of the Mooloolah, 
adjoining his homestead paddock at Maradan, which was eight miles from the 
mouth of the river, and two miles above the head of navigation. 
The coffee plant requires a fifty-inch annual rainfall, and is suscept-
ible to frost and cold winds; and the economics of its production militated 
against any large-scale success. The main effect of the Regulations of 1864 
and 1866 was, therefore, to encourage the cultivation of sugar. 
Arthur Macallster, who iniated the 1868 land legislation, had 
practised as a solicitor in his early years in the Colony, subsequently 
going into partnership with Charles Lilley, in the firm Lilley and Macallster, 
He was elected Member for Ipswich in the first Queensland Parliament. He had 
a reputation as a good speaker. It was said of him that when he rose to 
speak, only brickbats would stop him. He was normally a genial man, but of 
somewhat uneven temper, and excitable. In his moments of excitement, his 
hair was said to stand on end, like the quills of a porcupine.^^ 
He was Secretary for Lands and Works from 1862 to 1866, and Secretary 
for Lands and Secretary for Works from the latter part of 1868 to the end of 
1869. From January 1869 to May 1870 he was Secretary for Works. From 
February till July 1866 he was Premier, and he held that position again for 
twelve months in the latter part of 1866 and up to August 1867.-^ ^ When the 
railway line to Toowoomba was opened in 1867, he was one of the band of 
Intrepid characters who travelled down the Range at 30 miles per hour in a 
train driven by an engine driver who had quaffed several intoxicating stimu-
lants while joining in the celebrations associated with this important 
occasion. 
During his period in Parliament, Macallster acquired a reputation 
for not adhering to his undertakings, and was known to some of his 
colleagues as "Slippery Mac". Indubitably he was unreliable, but the note 
in Pettigrew's diary dated 23 Feb. 1863,-'' containing an allegation that 
Macallster asked him for £200 to "stop" a "breach", presumably in the 
existing land legislation, is the only direct imputation of dishonesty I 
have seen against Macallster. 
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In 1870 he was elected Speaker, and by 1876 he had left Parliament 
and had been appointed Agent-General in London. In 1881 he resigned this 
position owing to ill-health, and was granted a Parliamentary pension of 
£500 per annum. 
There is no doubt that Macallster's Act was a godsend to Pettigrew 
and to the timber-getters of the Mooloolah and Maroochy Rivers. By 1866 
the timber industry in this area had reached sufficient proportions for James 
Low to have to hire a storekeeper's to attend to the store on Pettigrew's 
land at the mouth of the Mooloolah, while Low and Grigor gave their attention 
to the selection of new areas for drawing timber, and to the transport of 
logs to the depot. A slump set in shortly after this, however, and it has 
already been shown that Pettigrew began to lose heavily. This depression 
in the timber industry affected those associated with Pettigrew right along 
the line. Take for example Pettigrew's diary entry concerning Coglll and 
Foster, who had contracted to build fences for him on the Mooloolah river. 
Tried to make up Cogill and Foster's accounts. Could 
only make them deeply indebted .., Purchased their tools, 
punt, etc, 
The Crown Lands Alienation Act, coming as it did just prior to the 
completion of the road to Gympie, and the inauguration of the Cobb & Co. 
coach service, enabled numbers of the Maroochy timber men to acquire land 
cheaply. While still working as timber-getters in most cases they could 
farm their selections and raise cattle; and, instead of having to buy their 
rations they could grow at least some of their food. Even if markets for 
their produce were uncertain and distant, they could live at least partially 
off their land. 
The principles of pre-emption and free selection which ware features of 
Macallster's Act were borrowed for the most part from American legislation, 
notably a general pre-emptive act passed in the U.S.A. in 1841, and the 
Homestead Act of 1862, under the terms of which the selector obtained a title 
by residence, and the payment of only nominal charges. 
Public interest in the Queensland Act was very high, and it was 
printed in full in the Queensland press.^ •'- We are also indebted to none 
other than Anthony Trollope, the "Barsetshire novelist", who travelled 
through Queensland, New South Wales, Victoria and Tasmania in 1871, for a 
digest of this Act, which threw open for closer settlement large areas of 
land on the Maroochy, Mooloolah and Upper Mary Rivers, occupied by the big 
cattle runs. 
Squatters in the area defined as the Settled Districts were, on 
surrendering half the leasehold area of their existing runs, entitled to 
obtain the freehold of 2560 acres on the remainder, as well as a firmer 
tenure of that part of the remainder that remained leased to them. As for 
selectors created by the 1868 Act:-
You may take not less than 210 nor more than 640 acres 
of agricultural land at 15s. an acre; also, if you please, 
not less than 80 or more than 2,560 acres of first class 
pastoral land at 10s. an acre; - and also, if you are so 
minded, not less than 80 or more than 7,680 acres of 
second-class pastoral land at 5s. an acre; and for these 
purchases you need only pay a tenth of the price the first 
year, and so on for ten years, when the whole estate will 
be your own. Or if you be more humble,... you may free-
select a nice little farm of eighty acres of agricultural 
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land, or 160 of pastoral, on still easier terms. This 
you do under the homestead clause; but as to this you are 
botmd down to residence. This you have at 9d an acre per 
annimi for agricultural land, or 6d for pastoral, and if at 
the end of five years you shall have lived on it continually, 
and have either fenced it in or cultivated the tenth of it, 
it is yours forever with an undefeasible title-deed without 
further payment. 
Contemporary opinion differs about the efficacy of the 1868 Act. It was 
said that a large proportion of the squatters in the areas affected managed by 
one means or another to gain titles to the lands which they had leased prior to 
the passing of the Act; and that many would-be selectors, on seeking details of 
available land from the land commissioners charged with carrying out the 
provisions of the Act, were shown maps on which the choicest areas were marked 
"taken". Moreover many hitches occurred when would-be settlers attempted to 
select land, A man might file an application and offer to pay a survey fee, only 
to be informed that as the land had not yet been surveyed, the amount of the fee 
had not been determined. If he then occupied the land, and was not on hand to 
pay the fee when it was determined, his application could be rejected by a Land 
Court on the grounds of non-payment. Some applications were rejected because the 
position or boundaries of the selections had not been sufficiently delineated. 
On the whole it is not possible entirely to avoid the conclusion that a selector 
fared better if he had "friends at court" or "knew the ropes". Be that as it may, 
a good number of disappointed Gympie prospectors, and of migrants who had 
expected to find their El Dorado in the new colony, were glad to be able to make 
use of the provisions of the Act, especially of its homestead clause, in order to 
get their roots into Queensland soil. 
Trollope attributed the comparatively slow rate of land settlement, in 
spite of the provisions of the Crown Lands Alienation Act, 1868, to the lure of 
the New Zealand gold fields; to the Queensland climate, which was apparently not 
to his liking; to the fact that wheat was not then being grown in Queensland; 
and to the lack of markets for wool, beef, sugar, and the small quantities of 
maize, oaten hay, and butter that were then being produced in the Colony. He 
was partly right, of course, but he failed to appreciate the future possibilities 
of beef production and wool-growing for Queensland and to anticipate the strength 
of the future demand for sugar from the Australian continent. 
The 1868 Act helped to establish two nev; classes of people in the 
Maroochy district: the farmer, of which the Buderim selectors may be taken as 
examples; and the grazing farmer, of which from 1868 onwards Edmund Lander may 
be considered as a prototype. 
The intricacies of the procedure necessary in applying for land would have 
presented few difficulties to Pettigrew; and James Low with his legal training 
would also have been in an advantageous position; assistance would have been 
rendered by these two to timber-workers in the Maroochy district who desired to 
select land. It would have been interesting indeed to read Pettigrew's comments 
on Macallster's Act, and on his own attempts - successful and unsuccessful - to 
select land under this Act; but unfortunately his 1868 Diary - alone of his diaries 
of this period - has failed to survive. 
The first selectors^' of land in the Maroochy District under The Crown 
Lands Alienation Act, 1868, were William P. Clark, James Low and Edmund Lander. 
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In 1868 Clark selected 214 acres in the Dunethim Rock area, 108 acres on 
the right bank of the Maroochy having a frontage on Lake Dunethim, the 
remainder (106 acres) being on the left bank a little downstream. These two 
blocks occupied the whole of Portions 6 and 7 respectively of the Parish of 
Maroochy. In the following year Clark selected 400 acres at the mouth of 
Petrie's creek on the left bank, but this block was transferred to Robert 
Langlands Armour in 1872. It was described as Portion 8, Parish of Maroochy. 
Clark selected a further 110 acres in 1873, which he later transferred to 
James Low, and an additional 359 acres in the same year. The first of these 
had a frontage on an anabranch of the Maroochy River which is marked on some 
maps as Boggy Creek, the second being on the left bank of the river opposite 
the mouth of Eudlo Creek. These blocks occupied the whole of Portions 18 and 
51 respectively. An old map shows Clark as owning Portion 12 also, which was 
an eighty acre block between the land selected by him on Boggy Creek, and the 
Maroochy River, and which adjoined his 106 acre block (Portion 7). 
Clark is one of the few early settlers of whom we have a physical 
description. He was a tall, fine-looking man with dark hair and a dark 
moustache,^^ He owned a ship named the "Agnes", which he used for carrying 
timber from his selections on the Maroochy River to Brisbane. Later Clark's 
ship was lengthened to make it more suitable for carrying timber, and re-named 
the "Wawoon" (scrub turkey). This ship was of a size which would surprise 
those who are familiar with the Maroochy River shoals of to-day. 
James Low selected 80 acres in 1868, comprising the whole of Portion 4, 
on which he erected a coach depot and conducted a post office. This selection 
was situated on the right bank of the South Maroochy, and was on the Gjmipie 
Road where it crossed that river. It was here that Low erected a coach depot -
later to be given a liquor licence, - a post office, and later his family home, 
to be known as Maroochy House. In 1869 he selected a further 330 acres 
(Portions 5 and 12) in the Caboolture Creek area. In 1870 he made a further 
selection of 97 acres (Portion 33) across the Gympie Road from his first 
selection. There was also the 110 acre block already mentioned which he 
obtained from Clark in 1878. 
Another early settler was William Keith, who in 1870 selected 340 
acres (Portion 34), which was situated east of the present-day town of Yandina 
on the left bank of the North Maroochy and with its southern Isoundary on the 
main stream. Keith's block contained 340 acres, of which 30 acres were agri-
cultural land, 70 acres first class pastoral land, and 240 acres second class 
pastoral land. This land was transferred to Richard Hutchins in 1875. In the 
same year Hutchins obtained the 400 acres (Portion 8) which Armour had 
obtained from Clark in 1872. An old map shows Hutchins as holding an L-shaped 
block of 540 acres which would have one end of the L resting on the present-day 
Bli Bli - Dunethim Rock Road. 
Thus Low's selections were in the Yandina, and Dunethim Rock areas 
and at what is known to-day as Maroochy River, while Clark's blocks were on 
the Maroochy on both sides of the river both to the east and west of Dunethim 
Rock. Hutchins's selections were in the Yandina and Bli Bli areas. Richard 
Hutchins^5 ^ as a principal of the Brisbane firm of R. Hutchins & Co., of 
Victoria Sale Rooms, Queen Street, Brisbane, which traded in land orders, and 
sold anything from buggies to bagatelle tables and from galvanised iron to 
oaten hay. Like Clark, Hutchins owned a sizeable ship which carried timber 
from Dunethim Rock to Brisbane. 
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Clark and the Hutchins were at first on friendly terms; but a bitter 
dispute broke out between them about timber rights and land in the Dunethim 
Rock and Bli Bli areas. The positions of the early selections of Clark, Low, 
Keith and Hutchins are shown in the illustration. 
Edmund Lander was the first selector in the present-day Mooloolah 
area, i.e. near the old Gympie Road. His first selection was made in 
October 1868, when he selected 73 acres of land on the road to Gympie (Portion 
2 Parish of Beerwah). However, this land was transferred to William Grigor 
in 1878. In November, 1868 Lander selected Portion 3 of the Parish of 
Mooloolah, the area being 90 acres. In December, 1869 Lander selected 
Portion 43, Parish of Mooloolah, the area being 80 acres. Lander's land 
was on the Mooloolah River above its tidal waters. 
In July, 1869 William Henry Westaway who, with his brother Richard, 
had grazed cattle on Moolooloo Plains from 1862 to 1867, selected Portion 4 
Parish of Bribie, which comprised 25 acres of agricultural land and 111 acres 
of first class pastoral land. Westaway also selected 300 acres in the same 
parish (Portion 3) on the same date. His brother Richard also selected land 
in the Parish of Bribie in 1871 and 1872 (Portions 2 & 10). The Westaways' 
land was at Merldan Plains, south of the Mooloolah River, and it is interesting 
to note that members of the Westaway family still graze Hereford stud cattle 
in this area. 
On 31 January, 1870 Mathew Carroll took advantage of the Homestead 
Clause (Section 71) of Macallster's Act by selecting 50 acres of agricultural 
land and 50 acres of first class pastoral land in the Parish of Maroochy, 
Carroll selected another 120 acres of land in the same locality in 1885, A 
further 144 acres had also been selected by him in 1878 in the Parish of 
Mooloolah. 
Perusal of an old Lands Department map shows that Carroll's two 
selections in the Parish of Maroochy were in the Nambour area. His 1885 
selection of 120 acres is probably the one shown on this map as 118 acres, 
being portion 169, Parish of Maroochy. His 1870 homestead selection, which 
made him the first settler in this area, was the other selection shown on 
this map under his name, being the whole Portion 22. Carroll's 1870 selection 
had a frontage on Petrie's Creek, and its western boundary was the Gympie 
Road. A reserve for Showground and Sports Ground purposes appears to have 
been excised from it at a later date. His later selection was some distance 
to the north of his homestead block, and was on the other side of the Gympie 
Road. The railway line was later built along its western boundary. 
On 30 March, 1870 William Samwells selected 100 acres of agricultural 
land, 200 acres of first class pastoral land, and 1325 acres of second class 
pastoral land - 1625 acres in all. In October, 1872 this selection was 
transferred to Andrew Gibson Corbett, and in April 1875 it was acquired by 
Lawrence Cusack. 
This grazing farm, which acquired the name of "Nambour" from the 
aboriginal name for the area to the north-west of Petrie's Creek, occupied 
the whole of Portion 21, Parish of Maroochy. A great proportion of the land 
occupied by the present-day town of Nambour to the west of Currie St. would 
have been part of this selection. Its Northern boundary was situated a short 
distance north of Tucker's Creek, its western boundary being in the Highworth 
area. 
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Its southern boundary was mostly north of the line followed later on by 
the Mapleton Tramline, which went through the south-western corner of the 
selection; while its eastern boundary was the Gjmpie Road. The positions 
of Carroll's and Samwells's selections in the Nambour area are shown in the 
illustration opposite. 
The first selector at Buderim was Joseph Dixon, who selected land, 
there on 12 October 1869, but forfeited it, and selected Portions 44 & 53, 
Parish of Mooloolah in the following year. Next was John Kinmond, who had 
assumed charge of the depot at the Mooloolah River when Low and Grigor left 
the area at the end of 1868. Kinmond selected 193 acres of land, described 
as Portion 28, Parish of Mooloolah, on 16 December, 1869. Details of other 
early selectors at Buderim are as follows:-
1870 William Grigor 
John Caton 
William Henry Guy 
Donald Cogill 
Charles Bellinger 
James Lindsay 
Portion 
11 
n 
.« 
»1 
II 
50 
51 
52 
48 
57 
60 1871 
All of these selections were on the rich soil on the "mountain", and 
at first sugar cane was cultivated with the aid of Pacific Island (Kanaka) 
labour, but the climate proving unsuitable, other crops such as citrus and 
bananas were later substituted. Most of these settlers selected further 
blocks of land at Buderim in the 1870s and 1880s under the Crown Lands 
Alienation Acts of 1868 and 1876, It is interesting to note that this 
Buderim land, which was obtained by early selectors for 15/- per acr-j, can 
now be sold to "developers" for £1000 per acre! 
In the Yandina Creek area Robert Fleming selected Portion 15 Parish, 
of Maroochy in 1871, This is the block which Mr. William Gait, the present 
owner, considers to have been the homestead block of Yandina Cattle run. 
Its total area was 198 acres, of which 82 acres were classified as first 
class pastoral land and 116 acres as second class pastoral land. An old 
map shows Fleming to have selected other blocks from the Yandina Run in the 
Boggy Creek and Yandina Creek areas and also opposite Dunethim Rock, the 
portion numbers being 13, 14, 16, 27 and 49 and the total additional 
acreage involved being 1,107. Fleming grazed cattle on his selections, 
which he called "Yandina" after the cattle run. Angus, Ewen, and Donald 
Campbell who were relatives by marriage of James Low, also selected land in 
this area in 1872. Angus selected Portion 26 Parish of Maroochy, a block of 
150 acres of first class pastoral land situated on "Low's Road" to the 
north-east of Mt. Ninderry. Ewen selected a block of 125 acres (Portion 19) 
on a "back" road about 1 mile to the west of the present-day Experimental 
Farm at Coolum. Donald's 400 acre block of second class pastoral land 
(Portion 20) was north of Ewen's, being on the head-waters of Doonan Creek, 
on the boundary line separating the Parishes of Maroochy and Weyba. Ewen 
and Donald later relinquished these blocks and selected other blocks in this 
area, (Portion 73 and 81 respectively). In the Ninderry - North Arm area a 
proclamation was issued in June, 1870 throwing open for selection all land of 
the total 17,950 acres of Canando Run which had not already been either 
alienated or surveyed. This indicates that by this time good progress must 
have been made with surveys of the area, in contrast to (say) the Bli Bli 
area, where surveys were still being awaited in 1875. 
The earliest selectors at Maroochydore were William Pettigrew and 
Charles Chambers. In November, 1869 the former selected 540 acres (Portion 
30, Parish of Mooloolah). 
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This was followed up in 1872 by the selection of Portion 6 (200 acres), 
and Portion 62 (184 acres) in the following year. Portion 6, which is on 
the Maroochy River, to-day includes a great part of the town of Maroochydore. 
Portion 62 adjoined Portion 6 in the direction of Buderim, and was adjoined 
by Portion 30, which took Pettigrew to the top of Buderim, where he was 
adjoined by Joseph Dixon's selections. 
At a later stage Pettigrew's eldest daughter Margaret joined her 
father in selecting land in this area. By 1873, including his 330 acres 
(Portions 1 and 2) purchased in 1864, Pettigrew had obtained 1254 acres in 
the Maroochydore, Lower Mooloolah and Buderim areas, and in subsequent 
years he and his daughter brought their total acreage to 1806 by adding 
Portions 27, 110 and 149. 
In December 1871 Charles Chambers selected Portion 8, which 
consisted of 200 acres of second class pastoral land, which was on the 
Maroochy River, and which stretched from Pettigrew's block (which ended at 
present-day Picnic Point) along the south bank of the river to a point beyond 
Chambers Island. Three years later Chambers selected another 565 acres 
(Portion 25) which adjoined his first selection and extended as far as the 
Cod Hole. The lives of Charles Chambers and of his brother Tom make a story 
book tale indeed, for they arrived at the depot on the Mooloolah as two young 
boy stowaways on the "Gneering". ° Charles isecame one of the biggest 
selectors in the area, his name having been given to Chambers Island in the 
Maroochy River. His interests, however, were always in the timber trade 
rather than in agriculture. 
The principal early selections in the Lower Mooloolah, Maroochydore 
and Buderim areas are shown in the illustration opposite. 
In the early 1870s Pettigrew took time off from his mill and his 
aldermanic duties^' to visit the Mooloolah and Maroochy areas. Business had 
become a little brisker, and he had no hesitation in increasing his indebt-
edness by taking out an additional mortgage of £2500 on the mill. 
Kinmoiid had left the depot at the Mooloolah to assist Charles Chambers 
in drawing timber, his place having been taken by William Wilson, who had 
previously spent a year or so in the cypress pine area between Gympie and 
Noosa. Wilson called his house at the Mooloolah "Coolaluthin House", which 
is probably a spelling variation of Cooloothin, a place with which he would 
have been familiar. 
While in the Maroochy district, Pettigrew usually visited Clark's 
farm at the mouth of Petrie's Creek either by borrowing a punt or by walking 
from Maroochydore. Punts were also kept at the deep river crossings by the 
settlers and timber-getters; and Pettigrew used these on his excursions on 
foot to cross Eudlo and Petrie's Creeks at their junctions with the Maroochy. 
Clark had apparently ceased sugar growing by then, apparently because he lacked 
access to a sugar mill, but he was growing cabbages, turnips and potatoes with 
success. 
Pettigrew also visited his 540 acre selection on Buderim, and on 
one occasion he planted bunya trees. As this area is outside their natural 
habitat, this action of his may well explain the fact that some bunyas grow 
on Buderim to-day. 
5'. 
Early in 1872 Pettigrew began the practice of bringing his wife 
and young family with him on these occasions. One would have thought that 
Pettigrew would have chosen either the steamer or the coach as a method of 
travel. However, by this time he was making most of his journeys to the 
area on horseback. The trip usually took two days, with an overnight stop 
at Banksfoot house. After leaving Grigor's he would vary his route, on one 
occasion travelling via "Lander's track" through Chevallum; on another via 
a "black-fellow's track" to the foot of Buderim; and on another cross the 
low-lying land on the south bank of the lower Mooloolah. 
By 1871 Wilson had begun to move Low and Grigor's old house - near 
the site where the Alexandra Headlands Presbyterian Church now stands -
to a higher position on the headland, Pettigrew assisted in re-building the 
house on its new site. The garden near the old site was by then over-run 
with weeds, and the experimental trees which he had planted so enthusiastically 
were ruined. 
The Kenilworth consolidated runs to a great extent escaped alienation 
under the 1868 Act, the only selections made for many years being those of 
Askin Edward Bonney who selected 440 acres at Mt. Ubi in January 1874. This 
was Portion 446, Parish of Maleny, and was made up of 50 acres of agricultural 
land, 20 acres of first class pastoral land and 370 acres of second class 
pastoral land. Subsequent owners added to this freehold, and the selections 
were thus preserved as one property until it was finally cut up for closer 
settlement in 1925. 
Some of the early selectors in the Maroochy district, including 
some of those (such as William Samwells, James Low and Edmund Lander) who 
could be considered the largest landowners, went in for grazing beef cattle, 
in addition to agriculture. The remainder were engaged in general farming, 
including cane-growing and dairying; and, of course, timber getting. Although 
timber prices were always low, sales of timber proved a wonderful stand-by, 
even to confirmed cattlemen such as Lander and his sons, as the regular 
earnings therefrom could be added to the rather uncertain proceeds of grazing 
and farming activities. 
There was also good money to be earned along the Gympie Road from 
the Cobb & Co. coach service. I have already stated that James Low owned 
the hotel at Maroochy and Edmund Lander the depot at Mooloolah. At both 
these places there would be a steady income from pajnnents for meals for coach 
passengers, while at Maroochy the passengers were boarded for the night. In 
addition both Lander and Low had slaughter yards which besides providing meat 
for the coach service, supplied it also for the neighbouring areas and for 
the requirements of all other travellers along the Road. Low and Lander also 
earned £12 per year by operating the post offices at Yandina and Mooloolah 
respectively. This may seem a trifling sum to-day; but in an area where 
money had been so scarce that barter was one of the chief methods of exchange 
it was well worth while. For one thing it would pay off a farm of 160 acres 
of agricultural land under the 1868 Act. The sites of James Low's hotel and 
post office were between the South Maroochy crossing and the Dunethim Rock 
turn-off on the present-day Bruce Highway. The Low family home, Maroochy House 
was built later, and was destroyed in 1962. The cutting in the bank where the 
coach turned off the road can still be discerned, while the old Post Office 
stumps were removed only two decades ago. 
The first rush to Gympie had to some extent subsidised by the time 
the road was completed, but numbers of horse and bullock-drawn vehicles used 
the road in addition to the coaches. Edgar Foreman has described^^ i^ his 
reminiscences the motley crowd that travelled north when the Road was first 
opened. 
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There were wagons, drays, buggies, men carrying swags of various styles, 
men wheeling barrows, and one man was seen carrying a fifty pound bag of 
flour on his shoulder. 
At first there were few hotels along the whole route, but the 
thirsty wayfarer, or the bullock-driver hoarse from urging on his team, 
had no difficulty in obtaining liquid stimulants. Numerous grog shanties 
sprang up, where thirsts of all degrees of Intensity could be quenched, and 
a special drink was reserved for aborigines living along the Road who had 
absorbed some of the white man's ways. Foreman stated that all the keepers 
of grog shanties along the Road were detected "in flagrante delicto" with 
the exception of one Jimmy the Pieman who, being more cunning than the rest, 
told the two innocent-looking passengers, who proved to be excise men, that 
he did not sell the stuff. After this more care had to be exercised by the 
unlicensed victuallers along the Road. 
In 1869 William Pettigrew travelled along the Gympie Road on three 
separate occasions. Early in May, he journeyed from Mooloolah to Gympie, 
the ticket costing him £1/5/0, not to mention 6/- for bed and breakfast. 
Unlike the typical Caledonian of the "Scotch" jokes, he gave a shilling tip 
to the "coachy". While at Gympie he waited on the Land Agent, and applied 
for 5000 acres at King King (i.e. Kin Kin) Creek,^^ His application was 
unsuccessful, the successful applicant being Abraham Fleetwood Luya. 
While waiting at Gympie for the coach for the return journey he 
obtained a horse, and rode for some distance along "Low's Road", 
Setting out by coach from Gympie soon after 6a.m. Pettigrew met an 
old employee, William Wilson, along the route, and reached James Low's 
depot at Maroochy soon after 6p.m. A brief note in his diary records that 
he "had a yarn with Low", 
Here is the diary entry for Sth May, 1869:-
Left Low's at 4.50a.m, Goes up hill and down hill. 
Some places a caution. Breakfasted at Lander's ... 
Rather level after that to Melum Creek [i.e. Mellum 
Creek near Landsborough], Cedar-getting there. Saw 
Grigor and wife [i.e. at Glasshouse Mountains], 
Dined at Caboolture between 3 & 4, Stopped at Petrie's 
and arrived Brisbane 9p.m. 
The fact that the only rough going mentioned by Pettigrew was on 
the hills between Low's and Lander's depots (i.e. present-day Yandina and 
Mooloolah) reflects the difficulties of early, as well as present-day, 
road-making in that area. 
In addition to Hiram Barnes, the coach drivers on the service from 
Brisbane to Gympie were Nicholas Oldham and Tom Elms. Elms was a very stout 
man, and Oldham was also a heavy fellow; while Hiram Barnes was of medium 
build. Foreman states that they were "very sociable and popular with their 
passengers", and without peers "in handling the ribbons". 
Anthony Trollope, who was quoted previosuly in connection with the 
Crown Lands Alienation Act, 1868, comes again to our assistance, having 
travelled from Maryborough to Gymple by coach, and then from Gympie to 
Brisbane in the same manner. Here is his account of coach travel in Queens-
land: -50 
-''^* 
I had been very much advised against the coach. I was 
told that the road, and the vehicle, and the horses, and 
the driving were so rough as to be unfit for a man of my, 
age and antecedents ... I was, however, obstinate and can 
now declare that I enjoyed the drive most thoroughly. It 
lasted three days, and took me through some magnificent 
scenery ... In Queensland the scrubs are filled with 
tropical plants, - long vine tendrils, palms, and the 
parasite fig tree, - and when a way has been cut through 
them the effect is very lovely. 
But here's the rub:-
The fault of all Australian scenery is its monotony. 
The eye after a while becomes fatigued with a landscape 
which at first charmed with its park-like aspect. One 
never gets out of the trees, and then it rarely happens 
that water lends its aid to improve the view. As a rule 
it must be acknowledged that a land of forests is not a 
land of beauty. Some experience in travelling is needed 
before this can be acknowledged, as every lover of nature 
is an admirer of trees. But unceasing trees, trees 
which continue around you from six in the morning until 
six at night, become a bore, and the traveller begins to 
remember with regret the open charms of some cultivated 
plain. I had to acknowledge this monotony before I 
reached Brisbane; - but I acknowledge also the great 
beauty of the scrubs; arid foxjnd some breaks in the 
mountains which were very grand. 
Trollope was expecting too much when he asked for "water" to "lend 
its aid to improve the view" in a twelve-year old colony along a road that 
had been cut a mere three years before his arrival for the sole purpose of 
making a route from the Diggings at Gympie to the capital city. Having 
rejected the advice of friends who warned him against the coach journey, he 
yet expected to find seascapes or river views to suit his fancy. If he had 
taken the trouble to acquaint his advisers with his desire for sea and river 
scenery, he could have followed in the tracks of John Francis Buckland, who 
travelled down "Low's Road", and then by the "Gneering" to Brisbane in May, 
1868.51 
Trollope was, however, more than generous in his praise of Queensland 
coach drivers, and perhaps he may be forgiven for his too hasty criticism of 
the scenery. 
But the wonder of the journey was in the badness of 
the roads and the goodness of the coachmanship. I have 
often been called upon by the work of my life to see much 
coaching, having been concerned for more than thirty 
years with the expedition of the mails - and I remember 
well the good old patriotic John Bull conviction that, go 
where one would round the world, one could never find a 
man to drive like the English mail coachman of the olden 
times ... I have now travelled over the Gympie road, and 
I feel certain that not one of my old friends of the box -
and I have many such friends - would on being shown that 
road, have considered it possible that a vehicle with 
four horses should have been made to travel over it. There 
is often no road, and the coach is taken at random through 
the forest ... I at any rate went through in safety, and I 
recommend others to make the journey. 
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Alas, Alas! Trollope's arrival at Cobb's Camp coincided with a 
plague of fleas in the district, and he did not have a very comfortable 
night. He made light of hLs discomforts, however, in the true style of the 
English gentleman of the day. 
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